.
In life, epidural fat surrounds the spinal nerve root throughout its course to the intervertebral foramen. (Fig. 7) , the anterior and medial edges of the Si facet come to lie very close to this ridge and occasionally even to the postero-inferior surface of the fifth lumbar vertebral body.
In consequence, mechanical obstruction to the SI nerve root develops (Fig. 6) .
In some cases, hypertrophy of the bony ridge for the upper attachment of the ligamentum flavum may occur, further contributing to stenosis of both the Si nerve root canal at its origin and, immediately lateral to it, to stenosis of the L5 nerve root canal just medial to the L5 pedicle (Fig. 4 
